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Newsletter #220: 


What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Hello everyone! 

I hope you are all enjoying this Fall weekend. The holidays are just around the corner as 
are some of the bigger auctions (at least for me). If you read my last newsletter you’ ll 
note that I am leaving the day after Thanksgiving for Zurich in order to view and attend 
the Hess Divo and NAC 149-151 sales. I will have a pretty descriptive section on those 
sales. I will also be viewing and bidding in the NGSA sale in Geneva. See below for more 
of course.... 


Noonans Auction 314 (19 November) 

The last Noonans sale I mentioned was the wonderful Phillips auction. That auction was 
all ancients. This one is all British and world coins. I like to buy and sell British condor 
tokens as well as hammered coins so this auction caught my eye. The first 87 lots are 
from the Geoff Cottam collection. It starts with Celtic ring money which I find entirely 
fascinating. It gives one the real impression of how money transitioned from being 
barter to what we know today. I would classify ring money into the world of interesting 
examples of monetary history along with cowrie shells, chinese tea money or yap 
stones. The ring money was small, could be weighed and easily serve useful in the trade, 
while maintaining its’ beauty. Lot 27 is a very nice example of a tribal Celtic coin that 
clearly borrowed imagery from the Greeks. The obverse has a stylized head of Hercules 
while the reverse suggests the coinage of Chalkis from Euboea c. 300 BC. Lot 52 is a 
silver unit from the Iceni tribe that has lovely stylized imagery of a boar and horse. The 
next 100 or so coins come from various properties but are mainly hammered coinage. 
There are some lovely examples, as well as the cover coin for the sale, lot 96, a penny 
from Danelaw from about 921 AD. This is when the Danes came over and conquered part 
of Britain. Fittingly the obverse has a sword which I’m sure makes this coin pretty 
desirable. Lot 316 is a fascinating type that collectors tend to be interested in. It is called 
a Holey dollar, and literally speaking has a hole in the center. This one is a Mexico 
Charles IV 8 Reales with a hole and a counterstamp making it an Australian five shilling. 
The Australians created the Holey dollar in the early 19th century when it was still a 
British penal colony. There was a lack of coinage in the area so the governor at the time, 
Lachlan Macquarie, authorized that Mexican 8 Reale money could be repurposed and 
used as currency in Australia. The outer ring which was the original coin was worth five 
shillings (and is counterstamped as such) which the inner coin which was called, the 
“dump” was worth 15 pence. It was considered Australia’s first coinage and thus is 
extremely popular. You can view the entire sale here 


Hess Divo Auction 342 (1 December) 
Hess Divo will host their 342nd live sale at the Baur au Lac on December 1. This will be 
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denomination coin, a drachm, but it packs a lot of punch nonetheless. This one has a 
pedigree back to 1999. There are two attractive Philip II tetradrachm (lots 24 and 25). 
Lot 25 has a pedigree going back to a 1933 Hamburger sale. Lot 32 is the popular 
Memphis mint Alexander III, the Great tetradrachm. Lot 36 is a stunning Philip V from 
the Jameson collection. The very next lot, 37, is another type from Philip V with 
wonderful imagery. It is also a plate coin in SNG Berry. Lot 39 is a high relief, well struck 
example from Macedonia when it was under Roman rule. It also carries an ex-Jameson 
pedigree. Lot 55 is a very popular type from Pantikapaion showcasing the sidekick of 
Dionysus, Pan, as an allusion to the city. Lot 63 is a fantastic example from Ephesus 
with the entire bee on the flan. Lot 105 is a stunning aureus of Domitian with a pedigree 
going back to Virgil Brand. Lot 146 is a quite gory type but fascinating nonetheless. It 
has a soldier holding the head of his enemy. It is a dirhem from 1184 AD (or AH 596 on 
the Islamic calendar). 


NAC 149-151 (2-3 December) 
NAC will be conducting their 149-151 auction at the Baur au Lac on December 2-3. The 
sale will consist of three independent catalogs. I will briefly describe each here. 


Auction 149 is a very special collection of Hellenistic coinage with a emphasis on 
Seleucid and Bactrian rulers. The collector, who remains nameless, calls the group the 
Medicus Collection. There are 492 coins as part of this sale. The collector purchased the 
group over a 25 year period and focussed on being as complete as possible. Thus, there 
are some coins that may not be as aesthetically beautiful but remain great rarities. I do 
believe that this will become a reference catalog for the future so please reach out if you 
want a copy as I have several. You might think I have too many coins listed below, but 
there were far more I left off the list. The estimates are low but I do think many of these 
coins will bring multiples of the stated estimate. 


Some of my favorites include: Lot 3, a high relief tetradrachm of Demetrios Poliorcetes. 
This coin is without a doubt one of the finest known. It has a pedigree going back to a 
Sotheby’s sale of 1907. Lot 5 is a tetradrachm of Perseus but signed by the die engraver 
Zoilos (under the bust). Not all Perseus are alike and many a novice may not understand 
the significance of the Zoilos signature. This example is from an early sale of NAC in 
1991 and has also graced the cover of the Künker catalog in 2023. Lot 29, a common coin 
of Antiochus I but one that is in high relief and with sharp details. It was also NGC 
certified as Ch AU, Strike 5/5 and Surface 4/5. Lot 31 is another high relief and well 
struck issue from Philetaerus of Pergamum. Lot 65 is a tetradrachm of Antiochus Hierax 
that comes from a 2001 Spink Numismatic Circular. Lot 78 is an unpublished variant in 
high relief of Seleucus III, Soter. Lot 81, a beautiful and serene portrait style of 
Antiochus III. Lot 109, a high relief and beautiful stylistic portrait of Antiochus III. Lot 
146, a coin of Antiochus IV which is also an from the Arthur Houghton coin. Lot 173 is an 
absolutely fantastic example and not often encountered of Antiochus V. This coin is also 
a plate coin in the reference books of Lorber/Houghton’s SC and Houghton’s CSE. Lot 
186, a tetradrachm of Timarchus, a satrap put in place by the deceased Antiochus IV, is 
not the most beautiful but is exceedingly rare. There were very few issues left as his 
successor Demetrios attempted to eradicate his image by striking his own image over 
those of Timarchus. Lot 219 is a high relief example of Demetrios I from the Ecbatana 
mint. Lot 249, a sharp and NGC high graded tetradrachm of Alexander I Balas. Lot 253, 
probably one of the finest known issues of Demetrius II Nicator from the Berytus mint. 
It also has a pedigree back to a 1987 Superior auction sale. Lot 268, another coin of 
Demetrius II from the Susa mint and of a unique variety. Lot 273 a Demetrius II 
tetradrachm from the Mallus mint, This high relief coin is from a 1995 G&M sale and is 
also from a Gaziantep hoard from the year earlier, 1994. Lot 287, a high relief and 
sharply struck coin of Antiochus VI, also from the Gaziantep hoard of 1994. Lot 290, a 
phenomenal portrait type of Antiochus VI with a pedigree back to a 1998 Harlan J. Berk 
Ltd. sale. Lot 294, one of the best preserved Antiochus VI tetradrachm from the Ake- 
Ptolemaïs mint. Lot 298, a beautifully struck and highly pedigreed coin of Tryphon. Lot 
321, a sharp and rainbow toned example of Antiochus VII. Lot 365, an early pedigreed, 
high relief example of the jugate busts Cleopatra Thea and Antiochus VIII. Lot 460, one 
of the best preserved examples of the heroic bust of Eukratides I. Lot 466, the 
excessively rare tetradrachm of Plato. Lot 489, a sharp and extremely rare tetradrachm 
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Peter Bowe, Dr. Briggs Bralliar, anda “Scandinavian Private Collection”. There are 
several outstanding types offered with pedigrees throughout. A few notables include: 
Lot 502, which is not the most aestically beautiful but is a large denomination 
(tridrachm) coin from Etruria which is not common. The boar on the obverse is also 
very nicely struck. Lot 508, a stater of Tarentum with high relief and lovely cabinet 
iridescent toning. Lot 534, an outstanding and well pedigreed tetradrachm of Catana. 
The obverse type of the River God and the man-headed bull is at the height of Greek 
masterpieces. Lot 555, isn’t the most beautiful but is a rare and elusive type: the 
dekadrachm of Demareteion. Lot 597, a desirable left facing Herakles image on a 
posthumous tetradrachm of Alexander III, the Great. Lot 624, a coin from the Hunt 
collection (yes, the ones that broke the silver bullion market) and also from the famous 
Asyut hoard. Many of the Asyut hoard coins are clearly recognized because of their deep 
test cuts. This extremely desirable type of the two rhytons from Delphi is outstanding 
and rarely offered. Lot 625, another difficult to find coin, a didrachm of Athens, is from 
the Salveson collection. Lot 636, a coin from Phaestus that is very hard to find and if 
found, is typically in shoddy condition. This one was struck on good dies and has details 
that none typically do. It also has a1959 Hess-Leu pedigree and was from the Knoepke 
collection (a female collector!). Lot 654, a wonderful and sharply struck tetradrachm of 
Ephesus with the bee/stag imagery. This example is from the Pixodaurus hoard. Lot 
677, another exceedingly rare and type that has beautiful imagery of a ram lying on the 
obverse and only the head on the reverse. It has a pedigree back to a1984 Giessener 
Miinzhandlung Dieter Gorny sale. Lots 718-727 are some of the most fascinating and 
stylistic types from the Boii Tribe (far Eastern European tribes located in present day 
Slovakia). Cartoonish type imagery on large silver flans. They are phenomenal pieces. 


The Republican section has a beautiful selection from the Muse series, lots 736-744. Lot 
754. is a high relief, sharply struck coin of Sextus Pompey. Lot 762, the ever popular Eid 
Mar denarius which commemorates the death of Julius Caesar and celebrates one of his 
killers, Brutus. An historically relevant coin that even your friends that don’t know 
about coins will find impressive. Lot 794, a luscious green sestertius of Nero. Lots 802- 
804 are three of the hardest Roman emperors from the ist century AD to get and 
particularly so in gold. The Otho, lot 803 has impeccably struck hair and all three are in 
mint state condition. Lot 854, a beautiful coin of Antoninus Pius from the Alexandrian 
series. This is a plate coin in Harlan Berk’s much beloved book, 100 Greatest Ancient 
Coins. Lot 889, an historically significant type showing the Flavian Amphitheatre, also 
known as the Colosseum. This is struck on a medallion from the Roman emperor 
Severus Alexander. 


The last catalog, 151, is the second installment of the Cope Collection of British coins. 
This is a trifecta collaboration between CNG, NAC and NGSA. The first part of the Cope 
sale was a smashing success. While presumably the star coins were in the first sale, 
there are no shortage of impressive pieces in this sale. There are 313 British coins 
starting with Edward I (1272-1307) and ending with George V (1910-1936). A few 
favorites: Lot 1011 is an extraordinary type with the Archangel Michael slaying the 
dragon on a 28mm gold coin. This lot has an extensive pedigree to the 1896 Montagu 
sale. Lot 1026, he was a pretty bad husband and a deplorable human being, but getting a 
full frontal bust of Henry VIII remains a desirable endeavor among collectors. This 
example has an extensive pedigree dating back to a 1909 Sotheby’s sale. Lot 1045, isa 
lovely little cast pattern of Elizabeth I. Lot 1058 is a phenomenally toned AV unit of 
Charles I. This coin was on display at the ANA Money Museum in 2007. Lot 1106, 
another coin of Charles I, but this time a heavy gold piece weighing 27.06 grams. This 
coin was exhibited as well at the ANA Money Museum as well as being part of the 
Lockett collection (Glendining auction of 1956). Lot 1142-44, are coins “only a mother 
could love”. They aren't pretty but are historically very interesting. All three are coins 
from the Siege of Carlisle of 1644/5. Lot 1235, is a coin of Anne, 1702-1714, but reminds 
me to a Roman empress as it is stylistically similar to those struck well over 1600 years 
earlier. 


I will be attending all three NAC auctions live so please do get in touch if you need 
representation and viewing. 
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Coin of the week 


Roman Empire, Caracalla, 198-217 AD 

Isaura, Cilicia, c. 205-209 AD , AE 26, 8.78g (26mm, 7h). 

AY K M AY ANTONEINOC, laureate and cuirassed bust to right, breastplate decorated 
with gorgoneion / MHTPOIIOAEQC ICAYPON, laureate and draped male bust set to right 
on column with a Corinthian capital; all within tetrastyle temple with arched pediment 


References: SNG Levante 263 var. (same obv. die, but differing rev. legend 
arrangement); SNG BnF 497 var. (same); SNG von Aulock 5412 var. (male bust turned to 
left) 


Grade: Some light pitting in the fields; spectacular strike and lovely greenish/brown 
patina. Some wear at the high points. Mint State 


Price: $3,500 


re1219 


Buy Coin 


Caracalla was a member of the Severan dynasty, the son of the founder and Roman 
emperor Septimius Severus. Caracalla is likely most remembered for his hatred and 
disdain of his younger brother Geta. So strong was this dislike that he had Geta killed by 
centurions in the arms of his mother Julia Domna. He then proceeded to literally wipe 
Geta’s existence from the historical record. He enacted a damnatio memoriae in which 
Geta’s image was destroyed ranging from statues to coins. 


Caracalla didn’t live much longer than his brother, dying at the young of 29. His biggest 
contribution to the Roman people was the Antonine Constitution, better known as the 
Caracalla Edict of 212 which allowed Roman citizenship to nearly all freemen in the 
Roman Empire. Other notable achievements were the construction of the famous baths 
of Caracalla, as well as the introduction of a new denomination, the antoninianus, 
which was approximately a double denarius in weight. 
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Coin on my website 


If you are interested in any other coins I have to offer please visit my website: 
shannaschmidt.com 


Until next week! 
Shanna 
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